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The Function of the State:
Different systems of government and perceptions, but generally (through its 3 arms – Legislature, 
Executive and Judiciary), to safeguard the population from external and domestic threat and 
generally administer rule of law (including various regulations), to provide essential 
infrastructure and a range of core services (including health and education and various basic 
utilities, when not privatised), provide economic management, aspects of environmental and 
social security, and administer foreign relations; thereafter, there are varied views, how much 
further the remit of the State should go.

Performance of the State
Some states function well and others fare poorly for various social, political, historic, geographic, 
economic and resource reasons; Some countries are seemingly successful, with strong, 
sustainable and perhaps booming economies with widespread participation; others are 
considered fragile, conflict prone or even failing or failed. The prevalence of rich natural 
resources is not the principle determinant of success, and in some cases undermines success. 
Other factors, such as the commitment to education and human resources, and social capital and 
cooperation, are  often more critical factors. Budget transparency and accountability are critical 
factors in determining whether the State performs and Government delivers essential services



The Open Budget Initiative, the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) and the Open 
Governance Partnership are three global initiatives to improve aspects of Budget Accountability 
to enable the State to perform its functions, including provision of core services, effectively, by 
setting minimum standards for a range of functions, which are monitored, including through 
active participation of a well informed public.

The Open Budget Initiative, involves 102 countries worldwide (59 in 2006, 85 in 2008) in 
undertaking a survey every 2 years (the Open Budget Survey) of the level of accessibility the 
public has to Budget data, and engagement in the budget process, directly and through its 
representatives in the Legislature (Parliament), during the preparation, implementation and 
monitoring of expenditure. The survey also assesses the performance of the Supreme Audit 
office (Auditor General) in  accessing and releasing timely audits of expenditure and addressing 
deficiencies in a timely manner.

The OBS is not an assessment of the quality of the budget, or its implementation, but rather is 
based upon the premise that unless the public has ready access to timely and quality Budget 
information it is impossible to hold government accountable.



So the Open Budget Survey , which includes an index measuring the 100+ 
participating countries, is undertaken every 2 years and includes well over 100 
questions related to accessibility by the public to the entire Budget data and 
process; (91 questions in 2008) 125 questions in the 2012 survey and several 
additional questions in 2014. The survey is undertaken independently, and then 
peer reviewed, with the Government given the opportunity to respond before 
its finalised.

The results of the last survey were released in January 2013, the latest survey 
results will be released on 10 December 2014.



The budget is a government’s plan for how it is going to use the public’s 

resources to meet the public’s needs. Transparency means all of a 

country’s people can access information on how much is allocated to 

different types of spending, what revenues are collected, and how 

international donor assistance and other public resources are used. The 

IBP believes that open budgets are empowering; they allow people to be 

the judge of whether or not their government officials are good stewards 

of public funds.

While providing the public with comprehensive and timely information on 

the government’s budget and financial activities and opportunities to 

participate in decision making can strengthen oversight and improve 

policy choices, keeping the process closed can have the opposite effect. 

Restricting access to information creates opportunities for governments 

to hide unpopular, wasteful, and corrupt spending, ultimately reducing the 

resources available to fight poverty. (The word corruption comes from 



Here is a summary of the findings from the 2012 Open Budget Survey; You can find 
details on the INA website www.inapng.com (including some additional 
explanation of the PNG budget context) or the website  of the International Budget 
Partnership (with further explanation on why the focus on Budget accountability): 
www.internationalbudget.org

http://www.inapng.com/
http://www.internationalbudget.org/






































What is the Open Government Partnership?

OGP was launched in 2011 to provide an international platform for domestic 

reformers committed to making their governments more open, accountable, 

and responsive to citizens. Since then, OGP has grown from 8 countries 

to the 65 participating countries, including Indonesia, Philippines and 

Australia, next door. In all of these countries, government and civil society 

are working together to develop and implement ambitious open government 

reforms.

Unlike OBI, but more like EITI, OGP entails Governments applying for 

membership and needing to meet a range of criteria related to fiscal 

transparency, Access to Information, Income and Asset Disclosure and 

Citizen Engagement. The OBI, however, is one of the criteria used in the 

assessment for membership. Like EITI, OGP is a multi-stakeholder initiative, 

with civil society enshrined in its principles and management



Governments interested in participating in the Open Government 

Partnership should take the following steps: 1. Achieve Eligibility The first 

step towards full OGP participation is meeting the OGP eligibility criteria. In 

order to be eligible to participate in OGP, governments must demonstrate a 

minimum level of commitment to open government principles in four key 

areas (Fiscal Transparency, Access to Information, Income and Asset 

Disclosures, and Citizen Engagement). A country is eligible to join the OGP 

if it meets those criteria measured by objective governance indicators using 

public data sources. To participate in OGP, countries must score at least 

75% of the total possible points available to them. (For a detailed 

explanation of eligibility criteria and how countries are scored to determine 

eligibility as well as a list of eligible countries 

http://www.opengovpartnership.org/how-it-works/how-

join#sthash.ZjAOTjUk.dpuf ); Currently PNG just meets the eligibility criteria 

for membership, although lower scoring under OBI or other criteria would 
jeopardise that.

http://www.opengovpartnership.org/how-it-works/how-joinsthash.ZjAOTjUk.dpuf

